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T'he abbots in the Machu temple in Taiwan

-1n the context of sangha otficial system in the Ching dynasty
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This paper responds to Master Ming - fu’s book, (A study of Chinese
sangha official system) , especially the sangha official system in the Ming and
Ching dynasty. To discuss the Taiwanese Buddhism in the early Ching dynasty,

I focus on the accomplishment of the abbots in several important Machu temple
under the imperial totalitarian system. I include Tainan Ta - tienhou kang,
Peikang Chioutien kang, Hsinkang Fon - tienkang, Tachia Chenlangkang,
Hsin - chung Tze - yu kang, etc. I look for the abbots names from the altars in

each temples, try to establish the pedigree chart and their relationship with Lin -
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chi School. The research ot abbots in the Machu temple shows that although the
Buddhism was under the control of the imperial power in the Ching dynasty, the
Buddhist law was still remained by those abbots. Those abbots' accomplishment
rich our limited understand ot the early Buddhism in "laiwan.

Keywords : sangha othicial system, laiwanese Buddhism, Machu temple,
Lin - chi School, Huang - bo School
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