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屏東平原1980年代以來蓮霧產業栽培技術的發展與擴散

The Development and Diffusion of Farming Techniques via 

Agricultural Supply Shops -- A Case Study of Wax Apple 

Industry in Pingtung Plain since 1980s
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The indigenous agricultural knowledge of wax apple industry in 

Pingtung Plain was developed and diffused by the agricultural supply 

shops in addition to the agricultural knowledge and information 

extension system such as Kaohsiung district agricultural research 

and extension station. In the fi eld work this research adopted in–

depth interviews and participant observation to collect data The 

followings are what we have found out. First of all the geographical 

differences of the towns in Pingtung Plain urged several types of 

wax apple farming techniques. Secondly the development and 

diffusion of agricultural knowledge among the agricultural supply 

shops and farmers formed the social networks of the agricultural 

supply shop groups which led to the emergence of the spatial 

diffusion of agricultural knowledge in Pingtung Plain. The spatial 

interaction of these social networks motivated further innovation of 

farming techniques. Finally the social networks of the agricultural 

supply shop groups in Pingtung Plain were transformed to the 

social capital for goods collection of wax apple. This kind of social 

capital connected the farmers spatially in order to collect the goods 

fl exibly resisting the time limitation.
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