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Pursuing Pirates’ Tracks in the Textual World: On the
Legends of Ts"ai Ch'ien in Taiwan
Ruo—-Wen Lee

ABSTRACT
This paper studies the legend of Ts ai Ch ien(£

%) in Taiwan and will classify his legend into three
categories:geographical names, proverbs, and folk—-tales. On
the one hand, hopefully it will be much help to understand the
connection of the Tsai Chien sect and Taiwan society in order
to generate new information besides the official files. On the
other hand, since the Chia Ch'ing(ZE¥) reign pirates did not
record their stories, this paper attempts to find a voice for the
pirates so that they can tell their own stories. Therefore, voice
can remedy the wanting of words. However, oral stories are
different from historic materials, and so they are often viewed
as literary texts only; the author differs from the general view
of oral stories. This paper will prove that through textual
research and critical evaluation of the oral legends, legends
can be converted to useful historic materials. Thus, the world
of legends are not exactly like fabrication; it can be read as
historical facts. Ts ai Ch ien(#8%) is good at telling tales, and
so for a pirate like Ts ai Ch'ien, telling stories are a strategy

not only for competing with the state army but also for survival
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skills. In fact, both government officers and pirates are good at
making up stories and spreading rumors. This paper deals with
only the related hearsays about Tsai Ch™ien. The textual world
could become reality, when legendary stories become part of
offical memories, which will in turn be converted into the history.
Wang Kung(£'E) Port in Changhua(#1t) County best illustrates

this case.

Keywords: Chia Ch"ing pirates, Ts ai Ch'ien, Taiwan, legend,

Wang Kung
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