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The native’s point of view on private shrine belief:
focusing on the discourses of the adherents in “T-Tan”
— a private shrine of Ci—-Hui—-Tang in central Taiwan

Liang—-chun Lai® Yeh—-ming Hsu™

(Institute of Social Studies Education, National Taitung University )

In Taiwan, a large number of private shrines are a unique
religious phenomenon. Most people believe in the existence
of “spirit”. Besides hoping for the blessings from deities,
they resort to the commuters of deities —“Dang-ki” to solve
variety of problems in their daily lives. However, resorting to
the private shrines has been identified as utilitarian religious
behavior. Facing to the rational criticism, the irrational religion
can only be realized by interpreting from the insiders. Through
“the native’s point of view “, the voices of the adherents can
properly be listened and understudied.

This article takes “T-Tan” —a private shrine in central
Taiwan— as an example, and focuses on the discourses of the
adherents. By “semi-structural interviews” and “participating
observations”, this article presents the self-interpreted religious
view from the folk believers, and examines the adequacy of

general viewpoint on taking folk religion in Taiwan as a highly
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utilitarian faith.

Keywords : private shrine, discourses, the native’s point of view,

utilitarian

A
B

=4

p
a4

o
s

#b

VA

Sk
05

‘v'w_a_

22
N

2

&>

o

- 1]

g

AA

o ol

&

* Associate Professor, Department of Social Studies Education, National Taitung University

536



