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The Colonization and Silviculture: The Forestry Studies
of Department of Forestry of The Central Research
Institute of Taiwan Government—General (19217
1939)
Wu, Ming—Yung
Abstract

In 1895, Japan occupied Taiwan as its first colony in
modern times. Taiwan, regarded as "the country of forest", "the
mountain treasury in Japanese territory" and "the only national
tropical forestry region", became the only domain that located
in the subtropics and tropics of the Japanese Empire. Hence, the
mountain and forested circumstance were deeply concerned by
the Japanese rulers, and they started undertaking the enterprise
of the woodcraft experimental studies of modern Taiwan. The
subtropical and tropical forests in Taiwan, whereupon, was
requested to carry the new mission for the forestry history of
the modern Japanese Empire.

The main concept of the modern world’s forestry lies in
how to penetrate through the cognition, the experiment and
the involvement of the forest, and gradually establishes the
forestry Act to prevent the desolation of the forest In addition,
in order to achieve the aim of country’s exploitation, the positive
encouragement to the forestry is essential. The utilization is
founded on the experiments, and the efficient experiments must
rely on the establishments of the modern academic institutes,
with the accumulation of the continuous researches. The
establishments of the institutes and researchers’ discourses
present the foundation of the academic fields, especially
in the colonial world, academic and politics are frequently
interdependent for uses and deeply subordinate to each other.
The dominator effects the academic development in his political
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sphere through the controlling of founds and dispatching of
human resource. Woodcraft is a theoretical science, and its
application to policy is namely for forestry/ forest policy. On the
other hand, the dominator uses the academic force and the ration
of expense to involve the mountain forests and fields through the
enactment of the forestry policy, and transfer the wild forests’
project into an artificial, systematic and well-ordered business,
eventually take it for part of the colonial industry. Moreover, the
process of the forestry academic investigation also changes the
appearances of the original wild forests in the colonial land.

The Department of Forestry not only retained the Forestry
Experimental Station’s staff structure traditions, but also
inherited its research subjects, continuing to deepen and expand,
which allowed forestry studies to develop steadily and strongly
during the period of Japan’s occupation of Taiwan.

After undergoing more than 20 years of development under
Japan’s governorship, Taiwan’s Forestry Research Institute
became more independent. By this time, the responsibility
for carrying out the core research had been transferred from
Tokyo Imperial University to the Department of Forestry of
The Central Research Institute. Due to policy demands, the
Department of Forestry’s forestry research system was later
passed on to Taipei Imperial University to take over. Therefore,
as far as academic history is concerned, the establishment of
the Department of Forestry truly has historical significance in its
example of adopting the teachings handed down from the past as
well as opening new frontiers.

Keywords : Colonization, Silviculture , The Central Research
Institute of Taiwan Government—-General,
Department of Forestry
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