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The Culture Development of Taichung County, 1951—
2005
Wang Ching I”
Abstract

Central Taiwan was where the nationalism originated during
the Japanese-occupied era, and manifested abundant cultural
activities during the same time period. This study attempted to
explore the influences of the policy from central government
and personal background county magistrates on the cultural
development of Taichung County post-war to present (1951—
2005), based on the information from official documentation and
personal interviews with relevant persons.

In the 1950’s, cultural development was not a major interest
for the central government. Cultural affairs were supervised
by the Educational sector at county level. However, Taichung
county magistrate Lin (1st, 3rd and 5th) made every endeavor
to drive cultural development during 1950—60. Such efforts had
great influences on cultural business of Taichung County. During
1970—80, county magistrate Chen (7th and 8th) established
public cultural center, county magistrate Chen (9th and 10th)
put more resources in exhibition of arts. These two county
magistrates have established a good foundation of cultural
development. At the time of 1990—2000, the Council of Cultural
Affairs promoted local cultural activities through its policy.
Under such direction, Taichung County Affairs Bureau has
established local cultural facilities such as the “Museum of Local

Culture®, and drove folk custom and related cultural festivals

*  Associate Professor, Department of Cultural Development, HungKuang University ,
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such as the “Matzu Festival”. Three public art and cultural
centers, which were established by different magistrates,
becomes three cultural zones for the three major administrative
areas of Taichung County. Nonetheless, the maintenance costs
of these three centers also became parts of the financial burden

of Taichung County Government.

Key Words: Taichung County, Successive County Magistrate,

Cultural Development
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