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Re-locating the site of Portuguese shipwreck in Taiwan
IRL582

Chiu Hsin—hui

ABSTRACT

In July 1582, two junks with precious cargoes run aground
off the coast in Taiwan. Nearly 300 survivors managed to return
to Macao where they had departed two and a half months ago.
Three Portuguese and Spanish Jesuits left their accounts on this
accident. These have been the first landing reports on Taiwan in
the western literature.

The point at issue is where the event was occurred in
Taiwan. Other than the propositions of the northern coast and
the central coast, this article explores the great possibility of
the southwest coast. By examining the similarities between the
records of the Jesuit encountered natives and the Siraya, the
most adequately described Formosans by the personnel of the
Dutch East India Company (VOC) , the author argues that the
southwest coast where the Siraya inhabited was the most likely

shipwreck scene.
Keywords : 1582, shipwreck, Taiwan Indigenes, the Formosans,

History of Taiwan, the Siraya, the Dutch East India
Company, the VOC
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