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A Glimpse into the History of Natural Disasters in
Taiwan
in Ancient Maps:
Expectations for the Compilation of
Historical and Geographical Atlas of Taiwan Natural

Disasters
Chuan—qi Gao

Abstract

Each disaster that happens has its specific temporal and
spatial contexts. Therefore, nearly all kinds of books or
investigation reports, such as memorial pictorial publications
and photo albums, completed after the disaster by the public
or private sector about the losses and reconstruction include
relevant maps to present various spatial information, such as
the geographical environment, scope, the central position and
depth of the epicenter (or typhoon eye) , moving directions,
casualties, collapse of houses and buildings, damages and
losses to the traffic and embankment, damages and losses to the
agricultural and fishing industries, collapse or fault, mudslides,
flooding or land subsidence.

Accordingly, besides accumulated relevant research or
investigation reports, this essay also collects and analyses
numerous historic materials, including the earthquake records,
geographical and topological investigation reports, severe
earthquake reports, geological structure diagrams, major

earthquakes memorial pictorial publications, major earthquake
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newsletters, photo albums, distribution diagrams of disasters,
diagrams showing conditions of households with casualties,
statistics charts, typhoon (meteorological) maps, weather
maps, reports on storm damages, and relief and reconstruction
project reports published after disasters by various units and
organizations, such as the Taiwan Presidential Office under the
Japanese rule, Taiwan News Agency, Taipei Observatory, Hsin—
chu Zhou or Tai—zhong Chou District Office, post-war Taiwan
Chief Administrator Office, Taiwan Provincial Government,
Council of Agriculture of the Executive Yuan, Construction and
Planning Agency of Ministry of the Interior, Central Weather
Bureau, and Central Geological Survey. The Provincial Records
of the Qing dynasty, the 1936 central Taiwan earthquake ballads
and Taiwanese (agricultural) almanacs during 1930-1960s are
also included for further analysis and interpretation.

The essay also further examines whether it is possible
that the public and private sectors—the industry, government,
and academia—on this small island ridden by various natural
disasters, like earthquakes, typhoons, floods, draughts,
mudslides and diseases can cooperate together and coordinate
a multi—disciplinary effort made by scholars and experts from
different fields to accomplish the Historical and Geographical
Atlas of Taiwan Natural Disasters in its digital dynamic version
through studying the Distribution Diagram of Locust Disasters of
the 1960s in China, compiled by Professor Zheng—hsiang Chen
using the data collected from the Ba La Temple; the Atlas of
Natural Disasters in China, complied by the People’s Insurance
Company and Beijing Normal University in 1992, and Atlas of

Top 10 Major Disasters and Earthquakes in Taiwan, completed
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jointly by the Central Weather Bureau and the Institute of Eart

Sciences, Academia Sinica in 1992.

Key words: maps, earthquake, typhoon, Atlas of History o

Disasters in Taiwan
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