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Trauma, Knowledge & Memories :
On the Exhibition and Interpretation of the 921
Earthquake Education Park

Chia—Li Chen
Abstract

On September 21, 1999, the central part of Taiwan was
struck by an earthquake which was one of the worst natural
disasters of the past century in Taiwan. In the wake of the 921
disaster, the government decided to build a museum to preserve
some of the phenomena of the earthquake on the Kwangfu
Junior High School. The 921 Earthquake Education Park not only
retains the original sites as a record of the damage wrought by
the earthquake, but also adds educational facilities designed
to inform and console the public. What was the social context
that made the establishment of the museum possible ? What
messages does the exhibition interpret the disaster ? How does
the audience, especially the volunteers from the earthquake
area, learn and interpret in the museums? These are the
research questions that the paper aims to explore.

The narrative of the exhibition of the 921 Earthquake
Education Park starts from the knowledge of science, which is
followed by recollection of the historical incidents, rescues and
reconstructions in order to lead the audience from the traumatic
darkness to the bright future. The analysis of interview data
shows that the exhibition helps the volunteers to understand
the causes of earthquake and disaster prevention measures,

which make the disaster manageable and comprehensible.
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The recollections triggered by the exhibits also assist them to
transform the trauma into strengths to support and facilitate

others to understand the disaster.
Keywords : volunteers of 921 Earthquake Education Park,

earthquake exhibition, traumatic memories,

disaster prevention education
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