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The Concept of Disaster and Auspiciousness in
Gazetteer Writings: A
Case Study of Lin Hao’s Articles

Chih-Yu Wangr

Abstract

This article focuses on Lin Hao’s gazetteer writings and
discusses his statements about disaster and auspiciousness.
These statements are not only the records of astronomical
phenomenon, but also the implication of the correspondence
between Macro- und Microcosm. Lin Hao is criticized
“superstition” for his numerous descriptions about Feng—-Shui
and phantom in his gazetteers. But it is disputed, if Lin Hao’
s thinking can be explained simply by the word “superstition”.
By reference of the related gazetteer writings and widespread
ideas of Qing-Dynasty, the author considers that Lin Hao’s
gazetteer writings, which are full of the statements about Feng-
Shui and phantom, are common in his time. The Gazetteers of
Qing-Dynasty are actually not different from the political and
religious tradition of Han Dynasty, in which the conception of
the correspondence between Macro— und Microcosm plays
an important role. But with the popularization of the ideas
of geomancy and animism, the intellectuals of Qing—Dynasty
develop a new writing style. Lin Hao’s work is an appropriate
case for the representation of the political and religious ideas of
the Qing intellectuals.

key words: Lin Hao, Gazetteer, Disaster and Auspiciousness,

Disaster and Variation, intellectual
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