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The Tradition of Gazetteer Compilation in Taiwan after
the War: Discussion on the Detailed Outline of Provin-

cial Gazetteer

Abstract

After the World War II, the gazetteer compilation in
Taiwan made great achievement in both the publication number
of gazetteers and theories of gazetteer compilation. Most
controversies over whether traditional gazetteers belong to the
science of history or geography have been solved. However,
regarding the methods for compilation, the consensus on
whether historical methods or geographical methods should be
adopted for compiling gazetteer has not been formed up to now.

Under the circumstance of inconsistency over styles, rules,
and compilation methods for compiling gazetteers, the method
for compiling book series was adopted to compile gazetteer
series. The advantage of gazetteer series was that it pooled
the wisdom of the masses. The investigations, researches,
and compilation were based on the expertise of researchers
from different academic fields. Chih—bin, Kao suggested that
the compilation of gazetteer series by scholars from different
academic fields could avoid the disadvantage of uniform styles
and rules when a gazetteer was simply complied in one book and
was the only feasible for official gazetteer compilation.

However, regarding the styles and rules of newly—complied
gazetteer, Kuo—hsing Hsieh questioned the adoption of thematic
chapters which were independent from one another. As a result,

when each academic field sought for its ultimate attainment
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in gazetteer compilation in Taiwan after the war, whether
a general principle for the consistence of styles and rules
could be established is one of the important issues for current
development of the science of gazetteer.

This study aims to take the three provincial gazetteer series
compiled in Taiwan after the war as examples to explain the
establishment of class and the arrangement of detailed outline,
respectively. Under the premise that the pursuit of ultimate
attainment in gazetteer compilation of each academic field
1s not influenced, a general principle for the styles and rules
of gazetteers which complies with scientific methods was
proposed.

Keywords : Keywords: Styles and rules, Detailed outline, Class,
Hierarchical principle, Scientific method, provincial

gazetteer
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