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A Comparative Study of Compilation of Taiwansheng
Tongzhigao’s and Taiwansheng Tongzhi's “Pingpuzu

Pian”
Ta—Chih Hsu

Abstract

The Plains Aborigines are a special group of indigenous
tribes in Taiwan, and their traditional culture has already with—
ered gradually as a result of the impact of outside peoples with
the dominant culture. Besides, they are usually considered a
group of extinct ethnic groups. Although they suffered a series
of cultural shifts, their culture does not disappear completely.
Plains Aborigines are one of Taiwan s earliest inhabitants, and
they are certainly the indispensable part in the content of local
gazetteers. However, compiling the history of Plains Aborigines
is more difficult than Han people or High Mountain tribes (Gao—
shan—zu) on account of their particular historical experiences
and ethnic characteristics. Therefore, it is necessary to adopt a
different style in order to compile their gazetteers.

The Pingpuzu Pian in Taiwansheng Tongzhigao and that in
Taiwansheng Tongzhi are the first two works gathering plenty
of date and documents of Plains Aborigines since 1949, so they
have a great historical significance. This paper attempts to ex—
plore these two works with regard to the collection and applica—
tion of historical data, compare their styles of compilation, and

try to seek a more ideal style of compilation.

*  Ph.D student, Department of History, National Chung—Hsing University.
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