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A study on the development of Taiwan counties’ and

cities’ chorography compiling, 1945-2008
Kuo Chia-ling”
Abstract

The work of chorography compiling continues in Taiwan
after the Second World War as the island is under the
governance of Republic of China. During past 60 years, different
levels of local administration ranging from township and village,
county and city to municipality have completed the task in
compliance with the way their predecessors accomplished since
the time that China s Qing Dynasty ruled the island.

Former Taipei County chief executive Lu Kuei—-hsiang
resumed the task in Taiwan after the war when he led a team
to compile the county s chorography in 1946, but he achieved
little. Certain counties and cities succeeded Lu s effort in 1950s
to compile chorography with help of Taiwan Archives. The
development of the compiling work afterwards can be divided
into three phases regarding the party which directs the task.
They are respectively archive officials of local government,
personnel of counties and cities civil bureau and scholars.

The development of local chorography compiling in Taiwan
after 1945 discloses three tendencies. First, academics replaced
government officials to host the task, which led to the other two

tendencies that the core ideology of the work changes from

* Doctoral student of History at National Chung—Hsing University ; Doctoral student
of The Graduate School of East Asian Studies at National Yamaguchi University in
Japan.
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nationalism to Taiwan-oriented consciousness and that the
historical viewpoint of local chorography compiling broadens
from Han people-centered to multi-races. The findings suggest
that Taiwan s chorography compiling development goes forth

and diversified.

Key words: County (City) Chorography, County (City) Archives,
County (City) Department of Civil Affairs
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