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HISTORIOGRAPHY OF CIVIC ORGANIZATIONS—
A CASE STUDY OF THE HISTORIOGRAPHY OF
NANTOU IRRIGATION ASSOCIATION

Che-San Chen”

Abstract

This paper discusses variant issues of historiography of
civic organizations through experience of compiling the history
of Nantou Irrigation Association. At the outset, the Association
designated its own agents as compilers, but after faced
difficulties commissioned historians to do the work. Because
Irrigation Associations, though civic organizations, relied on
the national revenue as its funding resources, the government
budgeted for their annual expenditure. Therefore, the
commission of compilation was regulated by the governmental
legislation, and proceeded according to the lawful procedure.
The historiography of the civic organization then was same as
the one of gazetteer of towns and counties.

The process of compiling the Association’s history
proceeded smoothly, and the result was admirable. Excellence
of the book won the top prize of Taiwan Historica. The
achievement was ascribed to the expertise of experienced
compilers, the contribution of responsible reviewers, and the
total cooperation of devoting personnel in Nantou Irrigation

Association, from the chief to his staffs. Overall, both the parties

*  Che-San Chen is currently a professor of the Graduate Institute of History and Historical Relics in
Feng-Chia University.
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involved in the commission enjoyed the cooperation, and the

outcome of the effort was fairly satisfactory.

Keywords: gazetteer, history of Nantou Irrigation Association,

Wuxi Basin
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