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DISTOMA RINGERE(s)
By Dr. PATRICK MANSON, Awmoy.
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Mistakes in the association of Rev. Mackay and Mackay

Clinic with the discovery of paragonimiasis.
Jen—-Yih Chu

Abstract

The recognition in Taiwan of Paragonimiasis as a clinical
disease and additional research played an important role in
international medicine. Dr. BS Ringer discovered parasites in
the lung of a Portuguese patient in 1879 and Dr. Patrick Manson
found parasite ova the next year in a patient’s sputum in Amoy,
China. That patient visited Taiwan twice for eight years total.
Between 1913 7 1918 two Japanese physicians, Drs. Nakagawa
and Yokogawa completed research in Taiwan defining the life
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cycle of the parasite. The grandson of Rev. George Mackay
(1844-1901), a Canadian missionary in Taiwan, presented the
story to the author of his grandfather’s biography. The author
misunderstood the oral history and reported that Rev. Mackay
discovered paragonimiasis at the Mackay Clinic in Tamchui.
Many historians and physicians as well as media outlets and
websites in Taiwan have continued to perpetuate this error.
Some further distort history by claiming that Rev. Mackay first
described the life cycle of the parasite.

In this article we explore the origin of these errors about the
role of Rev. Mackay and the Mackay Clinic in Paragonimaisis.
We wish to correct these errors and to plead with authors,
historians and media to use good evidence to correct the
historical record. Everyone should try to identify and correct
these mistakes in order to minimize further damage.

key words : Paragonimiasis, Dr. Patrick Manson, Dr. BS Ringer
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