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A Study of the British Navy Bombardment of Taiwan’s
Anping Port During the Late Qing Dynasty
Te—chih Chen

Abstract

I study the diplomatic conflict of the British Navy
bombarding Taiwan’s Anping Port in the late Qing Dynasty.
I adopt the traditional approach of researching international
history, multi-lingual and multi—archival approach, utilizing both
Chinese and English literatures and interpreting them in great
detail. Meanwhile, I rethink it from the perspective of “cultural
conflict”, focusing on the progression of negotiation, discussing
the course of this event, and unearthing the various factors
which turned what was originally peaceful negotiation into mili—
tary conflict. Also, I analyze the effects of this development, and
reevaluate the event in history of Taiwan foreign relationship.

It is pointed out that there were three stages of the British
Navy occupation of Anping Port. The first stage, from 21 No-—
vember to 25 November in 1868, is of the gunboat Algeria con—
trolling Anping from the sea. The second stage, from 26 No-
vember to 2 December in 1868, is the invasion of Anping and
occupation of Zeelandia. The third stage, from 3 December in
1868 to 18 January in 1869, is of the gunboat Bustard controlling
Anping from the sea.

The local negotiation of this conflict in Taiwan was impeded
due to the increasing trade between China and Britain, the con-
tradiction between Chinese laws and commercial treaties, the
institution of military warship maker, and conflicts between for-
eign and local residents due to profound cultural differences.

Therefore, the misunderstanding became worse. At the same
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time, negotiations between British envoy and Chinese Ministry
of Foreign Affaire (Zongli yamen) regarding Taiwan were
unsuccessful due to poor communication, the bureaucratic in-
stitution, and the gunboat diplomacy. In summary, while the
British observed international law in its negotiats in Taiwan,
they neglected culture differences. Thus, not only did they fail
to achieve their goal of peaceful negotiation, they also worsened
the situation. However, when Chinese officials negotiated with
the British consul, they ignored international law and its princi—
ples, which contributed to the military conflict and the suffering
of casualties which could have been avoided. Today, rethinking
of the British Navy bombardment of Taiwan’s Anping port in the
late Qing Dynasty is still a worthwhile task.

Keyword : British Navy, Taiwan Anping port, religious case,
camphor confiscation, Taiwan Intendant, consul, in-
ternational law, military worship maker, Le Gendre, R.
Alcock, W. A. Pickering
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