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Sports Exchanges of Taiwan and Philippines during
World War Il :

A Case Study of “ Taiwan—Philippines Water Sports
Friendship Tournament” in 1929-1941

Chen, Shih—-Fang
Abstract

Recent conceptual development in athletics entailed
increases in the variety of sport activities, institutionalized rules
of competition, and popularized athletic competition in general.
Physical fitness and the state of health of a nation’s citizen body
has been considered as major indicators when assessing national
competitiveness. International competitions of athletic events
are also indicative of the strengths of the countries involved.
Internationally acclaimed athletic events such as the Olympics
are therefore held periodically, while athletic events between
regions, nations or even colonial polity counterparts are no less
important in terms of their purpose of convening countries on
the regional level.

Taiwan and the Philippines had been colonized before,
the first by Japan and latter by the United States. In order
to promote the importance of athleticism and interchange in
techniques, the two colonies founded the “Taiwan—Philippines
Water Sports Friendship Tournament,” held between 1929
tol1941.

This thesis analyzes the tournament’s origin, development,
finances, and associated personages and personal, in order

to address the athletic interaction between Taiwan and the

284



Philippines structurally. Furthermore, by studying how shifts in
Japanese—U.S. relationship affects their respective colonies, and
by unraveling the historical development of Japanese expatriates
in the Philippines, this thesis argues that the tournament
contributed substantially to the establishment of a cordial
relationship between the two colonies, in addition to its original
purpose of improving popular athleticism. Finally, considering
the vigorous involvement of the Taiwan Governor—General
Office, this thesis proposes that the tournament should be
considered as an integral part of Japan’s cultural policy initiative

“Southward Advance policy” during World War II.

Keywords : Taiwan—Philippines Water Sports Friendship Tour—
nament. Southward advance policy. Cultural pol-
icy. Friendship and Exchange. Nakazawa Ryoji.
Kafuku Kinzo
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