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A Recent Discovery of two Taiwan Ming Tombs in
Tainan City — Concurrently Discuss on some points in
the forms of its Tombstone
Feng—Nan Su
Assistant, Research and Collection Department,

National Museum of Taiwan Literature

This paper aims to make a brief introduction to two Taiwan
Ming tombs : “tomb of Mr. Li (Z/A%) ” and “living tomb of Ci—
Gao Cheng couple (FBRERIFSH, ) and tomb of Yi-Ting Cheng
couple (FREEFRIFE) ” that recently discovered in Nan—shan
cemetery (FJIUA% ) in Tainan city, and an analysis is given
about the observation and comparative on size and scale, shape,
style of calligraphy, layout of tombstone of this two tombs.

The tombstone that belongs to tomb of Mr. Li was made in
late Ming—Zheng period. Its shape is an elongated rectangle. The
occupant of this tomb came from Lieyu, Kinmen, so he maybe
came to Taiwan with Koxinga's troops before the capture of
Kinmen by Qing troops in 1664. The Cheng's tomb have two
tombstones, both of them are board rectangle. The author of this
paper considers that the tombstone of Cheng's tomb was made
before Ming—Zheng period. It's particularly worth mentioning that
there's a pattern with two seal characters “Da—Ming (XBH) ” on
the top of tombstone of “living tomb of Ci-Gao Cheng couple”,
such a design has never been seen before in Taiwan Ming
tombs. According to the difference between Li and Cheng's style
of tombstones, this paper deems that the kinds of tombstone
forms of Taiwan Ming tombs are not only elongated but board,

and the years of the latter maybe more earlier than the former.
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Therefore, a discussion is made about detailed characters of
Taiwan Ming tombstone and finally identified four aspects for
identification. Then this paper tried to make a tentative study on
a probable Taiwan Ming tomb case “Tomb of Mao—Song Fan (%
TXPAZE) ” by using four aspects.

After a detailed analysis based on this methodology, “Tomb
of Mao—Song Fan” matches many characters of Taiwan Ming
tombs. Even so, this paper still cannot define the years of Fan’
s tomb accurately because of the deficiency of direct evidence.
But it provided in this study may show new thinking way on the

research of the Taiwan Ming tombs and its tombstones.

Keywords : Taiwan Ming Tombs, Tomb of Mao—Song Fan (Z&/%
AE) , Tomb of Mr. Li (ZFA%) , Living Tomb of
Ci—Gao Cheng Couple and Tomb of Yi-Ting Cheng
Couple (BBREXFHHEERERFE) , Tomb of
Zhen-Yang Zeng (GIRIGE) , Tombstone
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