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The Comparative Study on The Compiling And Records
of Buddhism Chapters in Religion Section Between
The Tongzhi Manuscripts of Taiwan And The Revised
Tongzhi of Taiwan
Tsai Chen—chun

Abstract
This study compares the “Buddhism Chapters” of the

“Religion section” from the Tongzhi Manuscripts of Taiwan
(denoted as the “Tongzhirr Manuscripts”) and the Revised
Tongzhi of Taiwan (denoted as the “Revised Tongzhi”) regarding
the establishment, expansion and development of when and
how the Buddhism came to Taiwan in order to research the
differential impacts due to the different compiling Tongzhi
studies over the Taiwan Buddhists. The “Buddhism Chapters”
from these two books were published thirty—-six years apart.
There were great social and economic changes due to the
issuing and the rescinding of the martial laws in Taiwan.

The variations and the discussions of the two “Buddhism
Chapters” differ in the perspectives of compiling and the
applying of the historical records due to the influences of
their data collection methods and different audit requirements.
Each book’s time span covers different stages of Buddhism
in Taiwan. There have been different approaches regarding
whether to include the “Zhaijiao Religion” as Buddhism and how
to differentiate stages of Buddhism. “Tongzhi Manuscripts” was
rigorously written and the “Revised Tongzhi” was composed
with newer formatting styles. By comparing these two books in

the “Buddhism Chapters”, we conclude the following three main
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characteristics: (1) “Tongzhi Manuscripts” is considered the
forerunner of the compiling works on Buddhism in Taiwan; and
the “Revised Tongzhi” is recognized as a successor based on
the “Tongzhi Manuscripts” by widening its diversified historical
records. Via the viewpoints on the origins of Buddhism in
Taiwan: The Japanese Buddhism came to Taiwan during the
past Japanese occupation: The observation of the development
of Buddhism in Taiwan under the Japanese occupation; There
have been overlaps in utilizing the historical data from these
two books. (2) The writing styles of these two books were both
influenced by their political atmosphere and the positions from
the authorities. The compiled contents and styles were resulted
directly from the dominant political authorities at their times.
(3) The believer’s self-recognition, the social reality of people’
s general viewpoints and the believers’ achievements are the
major factors to decide whether to accept the “Zhaijiao Religion”
as the realm of Buddhism.

Tongzhi books were used as a functional means to preserve
the contemporary official and personal records, including
their investigation reports. Therefore, the authorities should
provide the bases to protect the freedom of the religious belief
according to constitution law in order to allow the authors
to have their appropriate and sufficient time when compiling
their books. The authors should avoid subjective influence and
record active contemporary events. Additionally, they should
adopt the open and diversified research methods to clarify the
various resources and retain historical data in order to preserve
their genuine historical recordings. And the believers of the

temple should open their mind to aid and support the scopes
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of researchers. With their help, the task of compiling Tongzhi
books will be highly achieved.

Keywords: Buddhism in Taiwan, Li Tianchun, Chang Hsun,

The Tongzhi Manuscripts of Taiwan, The Revised

Tongzhi of Taiwan
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