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The Establishment and Abolition of the Bureau of Culture,
the Ministry of Education of the R.0.C. (1967-1973)
Hsiang—yu Huang
Abstract

This paper aims at revealing the development of the cultural
policies and changes of the related systems after the WWII.
It was commonly known that the Council of Cultural Affairs,
Ministry of Executive Yuan (hereafter referred as the Council)
was established in Nov. 1% 1982 as the initiation of national
cultural administration. In fact, earlier than the establishment of
the Council, the central government has set up an independent
body taking charge of the national cultural policies. That is the
birth of the Bureau of Culture, the Ministry of Education on Nov.
10™ 1967.

The inception of the Bureau was the product of the political
framework enacted by “The Temporary Provisions Effective
during the Period of Communist Rebellion”. The Provisions
empowered the President to set up institutions, adjust the
administration organizations and personnel of the central
government. The social and historical context led to the birth
of the Bureau. The Bureau was originally structured into four
divisions with independent personnel and accounting offices
as well as the independent power for cultural governance.
Consequently, the Bureau signified the process that the cultural
affairs were gradually valued in the political system, and the
institutionalization of cultural administration. Another fact to be
revealed was that the cultural governance within the gigantic
educational system was on its way to specialization, which

was the herald of professionalization and autonomy of cultural
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affairs.

Nowadays, most of critics and discourse exploring the origin
and transformation of the national cultural policies took the
view that the Council was the beginning of the national cultural
policy and neglect the pre—existence of the Bureau and earlier
policy—making, and the influence brought upon the Council. This
paper will focus on the inception of the Bureau, presenting the
analysis of the functions and effects, and exploring the reasons
of the abolition. Regardless the hardship of the inception and
abrupt ending, the Bureau had its unique position in the history

of cultural development.
Keywords: Cultural policy, cultural administration, Bureau of

Culture, the Ministry of Education, Chinese Cultural

Renaissance Movement
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