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The Chao—du Ritual's field on the spot report and

analysisof Fa—Hua—-Shan Ci—Hui Hall in Hualien
HSIEH,MING-HSI

Abstract

The Ci—Hui Hall (ZE%) in Hua-lien has been flourish de—
veloped since year 1951 when the time it was prevailed. The
belief of Queen Mother has been spreading very rapidly that
there are a considerable number of branch halls around the
whole island and abroad to worship Yao—chi- Jinrmu (G&#i&R})
nowadays. Fa— Hua— Shan (3&#E[l) of Hualien, it was formally
established in 1961, is one of the branch halls of Ci—Hui Hall
system in the early stage. The founder of Fa—Hua— Shan was
Luo Huo Yun (#EAZE) who had passed away, and the present
host of the hall is Wen Mun Mei (%) who has been serv-
ing Queen Mother in Fa— Hua— Shan for almost fifty years. In
the past fifty years, all of the religious activities and rituals
have been held by host Wen who always in accordance with the
principle of holding simple kiyonaga, which is the characteris—
tic of Ci—Hui Hall since its set—up period, nothing much has been
changed by host Wen.

The Lunar Calendar of July is a significant month to Han
Chinese people, commonly known as the “Ghost month”. Han
people believe that the dead ghosts could intrude to human
world freely in this month that they have been developed a vari-
ous of taboos and important rituals , such as the “Ullambana” (3
Bi42) of Buddhism, the “Chung Yuan Ghost Festival” (FPiG )
of Taoism, to be held in this special period to feed and comfort
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the dead ghost in order to prevent their possible disturbance to
human peaceful life. In the beliefs of the traditional folk cus—
toms of Han people, the dead ancestors and the rest of the other
ghosts could be feed and comforted through the above two men-—
tioned rituals which have been combined to release their souls
from purgatory.

The “Chao—du Ritual” GEIEEE) will be held for a three days
period which include items of “Tuan-Bai ” (B#) , “Jie-Jia”
(%), “Sa-Jing” (B®H) , “An-Tan” (%), “Yin—Hun " (5|31),
“Song-Jing "(GER), and “Yin—Yang Ritual”( [&f5®). There are
rituals of “Song-Fa—Chuan” G%¥:fif) and “Xie-Tan” (@) on the
third day as well. The mixture ritual style of Buddhism and Tao—
ism, and the five plays of “Yin—Yang Ritual” has highlighted the
significant of the primeval witch and wizard culture of Fa Hua
Shan. “Ji-Tong” (ﬁﬂﬁ) play an very important role in the “Yin—
Yang Ritual” .As an agent, “Ji-Tong” lent his physical body to
the dead spirit, to let the dead stay inside it. At this moment, the
body becomes a tunnel for the communication between the dead
and the life. The communication bridge is then set up, so that
people has the chance to interact with the under— world to ful-
fill their sentimental needs. Beside, there is strength of asylum
formed in the holy atmosphere of the belief of Queen Mother
that God disposes not only could protect the safety of the “Ji—
Tong” when he is in the processing of the ritual to communicate
the dead, but also able to send the dead to the paradise land of
Yaochi.

Keywords:Ci—Hui Hall, Fa— Hua— Shan, Chao—du Ritual, Cian
wang hun, Yin—Yang Ritual, belief of Queen Mother
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