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The Barbaric Custom from Epidemic Avoiding to Revelry Re-
bellion ¢ A Study of Stone Battle Custom in Taiwan during

the Dragon Boat Festive
Yang Chia-Lin"
Abstract

Taiwanese held a special custom for a time in some places during the
Dragon Boat Festive-Stone Battle Custom-people throw stones each other.
This paper will analyze the relationships between Stone Battle Custom and
epidemic avoiding, and explain the interaction between authority and plebe-
ian that concealed the custom. Through researching, we can know the Stone
Battle Custom consists of epidemic avoiding, community interaction, and
Carnival. The Stone Battle Custom was regarded as a “barbaric custom” by
Japanese authority. However, the Stone Battle Custom was often out of con-
trol, became a bloodshed conflict or crowds antagonism. Japanese authority
is full of misgivings about the throwing stones custom. Therefore, Japanese
authority took an attitude of restriction toward this custom. Owing to Japanese
authority’s inhibition, we can’t see people hold throwing stones custom in

Taiwan at present.

Keywords : Dragon-Boat Festive, Stone Battle Custom, epidemic avoiding,

revelry rebellion, barbaric custom
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