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The Image of China in Taiwan’s History and Geography
Textbooks under Japanese Rule

Huei-Hsien Chen

Abstract

This article aims to reconstruct how China was represented in Japanese
colonial education in Taiwan, through analyzing the content of history and
geography textbooks used in the elementary schools during that period. Since
the textbooks during Japanese colonial rule used “Shina” to designate
China, this article also presents how and why the word was used.

The image of China was portrayed as “Cultural China” in the history
textbooks. The relations between China and Japan before Qing Dynasty
were emphasized, whereas the narration of Republic of China was marginal.
In the long term, the content of history textbooks had not changed a lot. On
the contrary, changes in geography textbooks were more significant, and
the image of China was portrayed as “Contemporary China” . In the earlier
version, China was introduced partly. Not until 1924 did the Republic of
China appear as a whole country in the textbooks. And in the textbooks of
1940s, China was included in the Greater East Asia Co—Prosperity Sphere.

Generally speaking, either in history or in geography textbooks, China
was described at greatest length among all foreign countries. In fact, the
textbooks analyzed seldom criticize China. Accordingly, it might be the
teachers’orientation that affected children’s negative perception about China

during that time.
Keywords : Japanese colonial rule, elementary schools in colonial Taiwan,

history textbooks, geography textbooks, the image of China,
Shina
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