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The Study of the Apparel Phenomenon and Implications of tTwo
Big Families, the Yan and the Shi, During Japanese Colonial
Period. -Taking Shi Suyun’s Life History as an Example
Le-Chang Yeh'

Abstract

The study of the apparel phenomenon and implication of two big
families - the Shi family from Lugang (Ms. Shi’s side of family) and the Yen
family from Keelung (Ms. Shi’s husband’s side of family) is derived from the
core study of Ms. Shi Suyun. The study of Ms. Shi’s life history applied the
method and the spirit of oral history. There were more than 74 interviews
started from February 1999 to February 2002. Through in-depth interviews,
we not only collected valuable information, we also obtained precious family
photos provided by Ms. Shi. With the first-hand information and the help of
Ms. Shi, the researchers were able to use multiple cross-matching methods
to precisely verify the time, background, characters and other related
information.

The study is a qualitative research based on motive and purpose. There
are three concrete results from this study. First, the researchers attempted
a study of Taiwan’s fashion history and culture through an oral history of
Ms. Shi’s personal life. It developed a new research direction for this kind
of study. Second, through Ms. Shi’s narration of her personal experience
together with her many pictures and in addition to the researchers’
verification, it presented a lively picture of two families, the Yan and the
Shi, wearing costumes during the Japanese colonial period of Taiwan.
Furthermore, it explored the meaning behind the apparel phenomenon.

Third, the researchers attempted to use Ms. Shi’s personal life history

as the core study and by way of taking her as an example to understand more

*  Shin Chien UniversityAssistant Professor & Publishing Director
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about her personal views of the apparel phenomenon, attitudes and values on
general apparel and students’ uniforms, it was substantial in setting up a new

thinking for a deepened study of Taiwan’s fashion.
Keywords : Japanese Colonial Period, The Yan Family from Keelung, The

Shi Family from Lugang, Life History Research, Oral History,

Taiwanese Costume
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