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The Impacts of Taiwan’s Foreign Invasions on the Officio-gentry
Relations in the late 19th Century
Fu-san Huang*

Abstract

The local politics in the Ts’ing Dynasty, particularly in Taiwan, was
based on the cooperative officio-gentry system, under which the officials
called for the assistance of the gentry when needed. Normally, the officials
would request the gentry to contribute funds and even recruit volunteer
soldiers to help solve crises, and the gentry would respond positively in order
to win the rewards of official posts for safeguarding their political and social
statuses. However, the officials were forced to adopt a new pro-gentry policy
when facing the crises of foreign invasions after the mid-19th century, and
the gentry would respond properly. This article is intended to use the Pan-
chiau Lins as an example to interpret the changing officio-gentry relations
between the 1860’s and 1880’s when Taiwan was invaded by the Japanese
and the French.

The article indicates that the Ch’ing government relied strongly on the
assistance of the Taiwanese gentry in the second half of the 19th century,
particularly financial contributions, and so the Lins, being the wealthiest
family in Taiwan, became the main target for fund-raising. In the first stage
was the period of Ting Jij-chang period, when the Lins contributed half a
million silver dollars, ranking no. 1 among the contributors, and was rewarded
with special honors and granted with the right of “permanent immunity of
contribution” .

The second stage was the period of Liu Ao, when the contributions

become even more frequent, including the building of Taipei Fu (prefecture),

* Adjucnt Research Fellow, Institute of Taiwan History, Academia Sinica; Adjucnt Professor,
hyistory department, National Taiwan University
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extra contribution and the recruitment of soldiers and contribution of military
funds in the Sino-French War in 1884-85. The Lins became resistant due
to the frequency as well as the “permanent immunity of contribution” ,
resulting in the weakening officio-gentry relationship.

The third stage was the period of Liu Ming-chuan. The officials
succeeded in obtaining the tremendous contributions from the Lins again
through persistent persuasions and special rewards of official posts etc.
Further, Governor Liu needed the Lins’ help and cooperation to carry out his
reform policies after Taiwan became a province, and so Lin Wey-yuan was
raised to be high officials, resulting in an extremely harmonious relationship.

In short, In spite of the fact that the cooperative officio-gentry system
was a normal practice in Taiwan’s politics, the gentry became more important
in the second half of the 19th century, and the Pan-chiau Lins were a typical

example.

Keywords : Officio-gentry Relationship, Pan-chiau Lins, lin Wei-yuan,
Mu-tan Tribe Incident, Ting Jih-chang, Reform Policies,
Contributions, “Permanent Immunity of Contributions” , Liu
Ao, Building of Taipei Prefecture Wall, Sino-French War, Liu

Ming-chuan, Pro-Gentry Policy
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