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The Marriage Circle of the Lin Family at Wufeng in the Japanese
Colonial Era
Lee Yu-Lan'
Abstract

Marriage serves as the important means for the big family to strength-
en and expand their power. In the Japanese colonial era, besides the huge
wealth, the Lin family at Wufeng also enjoyed extremely high reputation for
their involvement in political and social movements. During that time, it was
the topic worthy of attention that which families they had united by marriage
and what standards they stuck to. This article focuses on the marriage net-
work of the Lin family at Wufeng based on diaries and interview recordings
of members of the Lin family such as Lin Hsien-Tang, Yang Shui-Hsin and
Chen Ling, etc.

According to the preliminary studies, the marriage objects of the Lin
family at Wufeng in the Japanese colonial era include * firstly, political and
social movement partners, such as Yang Tzu-Pei family at Wu Chi, Yang
Chao-Chia family at Qatgshui, Chang Huan-Kui family at Daya, Lin Kuan-
Min family at Chiayi 5 secondly, renowned families in central regions, such
as Tsai Lien-Fang family at Qingshui, Wu Luan-Chi family at Taichung,
the Lv family at Yuyun Mansion, Yang Chi-Chen family at Changhua, etc. :
thirdly, Christian families, such as Kao Chang and Liu Jui-Shan families at
Tainan ; fourthly, the Japanese family. Among them, those married Chris-
tians and the Japanese are mostly the younger generation who had received
modern education. It reveals that the original marriage circle tended to ex-
pand over time.

In conclusion, the marriage objects of the Lin family at Wufeng mostly

belong to the renowned leadership in central Taiwan with certain assets and

*  Assistant Professor, Department of History, National Chung Hsing University
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social status. The frequent intermarriage brings both families closer, but such
a good match for marriage can't necessarily guarantee happiness. Several un-
happy marriages can be seen in the Lin family at Wufeng.

However, the Lin family at Wufeng didn’t attach absolute importance to
the so-called good match. For example, Lin Hsien-Tang paid more attention
to the personality and health of his daughter-in-law and son-in-law than to

their family background, which revealed his open mind.

Keywords : Japanese Colonial Era 5 The Lin Family At Wufeng 5 Marriage

Circle 5 Lin Hsien-Tang.
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