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C.S.Koo and Land Reform of Taiwan
Tien-tsai Hwang

Abstract

Taiwan launched its “Land Reform Program” in 1949,which was
largely completed by 1953.

During that time. the Government prescribeb that each landowner could
retain only nine jia,orkah () of paddy field,each jia being equal to 9,699
square meters, just under ten thousand square meters. The remainder must be
sold to the Government, which in turn would then resell them to those farmers
who actually worked the land.

The common concept was that the land reform program was actually
aimed at the landlords, thus it was described as a revolution in which only the
landowners were the “target of the revolution” .It was only natural that the
land-owning class were against the program.

The Koo (%) family of Lugang (#:#% ) was at that time one of the
three largest landowning families of Taiwan .It boasted of 3,700 jia of land,
which meant that after the land reform program, the family’s holding would
be reduced to less than one-tenth of one percent.

It meant a tremendous loss to the Koo family. However, Mr. Chen-foo
Koo was far-sighted enough to realize that land reform was the only route by
which Taiwan could move from an agricultural society into an industrial one.

For thousands of years, agriculture had been China’s only economic
path. All available capital were spent on planting the land. The
Government knew that for Taiwan to be transformed into a new
industrial economy, it must first release all available capital from
agriculture.

Mr. Koo gave every conceivabie cooperation to the
overnment’s land reform program, to the extent that he

personally led other former landowners in joining the effort of
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transforming Taiwan’s economic structure.

It was Mr. Koo whose personal participation in the founding
of Taiwan Cement Corporation which, along with three other
entities created during the transformation—-the Taiwan Paper
Corporation, the Taiwan Industrial & Mining Corporation, and
the Taiwan Agricultural & Forestry Corporation—-that Completed
the task of transforming them from public to private enterprises,

and successfully concluding the land reform program in Taiwan.

Keywords ¢ C.S.Koo , Land Reform, Rent Reduction to 37.5 Percent ,Sale of
Public Land ,Land to the Tiller,

366



