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The Capital Network of the Chen Family Enterprise in Kaohsiung,
Taiwan under Japanese Colony Era
Chao Yu-chih’
Abstract

Chen Jung-he, born in Kaohsiung, gained fame and wealth in the late
Qing Dynasty. During the late period of Japanese governance, Chen’s family
became one of the five main families in Taiwan, and it was only second to
The Lins in Banciao and The Yans in Keelung. At that time, The Chens
owned at least fifteen corporations, including three fame brands: Xing Hsing
Sugar Co., Chen Jung-he Co., and Wushulin Salt Manufacturing.

Chen had ten sons and four daughters, including one adopted and two
ended prematurely. When he passed away in 1930, Chen’s wife and concubine,
along with eight children, were qualified to inherit the family business,
causing the process of the dividing the family wealth to be competitive. The
outcomes served as a prototype of the Chinese Tradition, that is, the wife’
s oldest son received the larger portion of the shares, while the concubine’s
children and the younger, the less. This inevitably resulted in the separation
as well as the decline of the whole family, thus causing the Japanese
government to purchase Chen’s Sugar and Salt companies. Fortunately, Chen’
s family members accepted the reasonable result and all devoted themselves
in their occupations.

Though The Chen family was quite a success, it seldom worked with
others except the Lins in Shilong, Kaohsiung. To make progress in the
business, Chen’s biggest son Chi-feng began to cooperate with Taiwanese
and Japanese businessmen in Kaohsiung, which made him known as the local
representative. In addition to Chen Chi-feng, two of his younger brothers,
Chi-chuan and Chi-ching, also made some breakthroughs in their career.
The former became the Chief Supervisor of Taiwan New Civil Newspaper,

helping to raise the fame of the family, while the latter was involved in
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the fishing as well as the refrigeration industry, and he also developed the
Kaohsiung Industrial Association. Their success allowed the family to be
more influential in the local area after WW II.

Overall, compared to the other four main families, The Chens seemed
more isolated and conservative; however, thanks to the offspring’s efforts,
the family has maintained the status, and it still keeps contact with local and

Japanese business.

Keywords : Chen Jung-he > Chen Chi-feng > Chen Chi-chuan ~ Xing Hsing
Sugar Co.

*  Assistant Professor, Institute of History, National Tsing Hua University.
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