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The Organizing and Founding Process of Tainan Technical
College during the Japanese Colonial Era
Yao-te Wang*
Abstract

Besides the general education system of Taipei Imperial University
and Taipei High School, the medical, agriculture & forestry, business, and
engineering schools of vocational education system were also formed by the
Taiwanese higher education institutions during the Japanese colonial era
in order to cultivate a variety of technical professionals. The specialized
colleges were built gradually in response to the trends of the colonial
industrial structure, as well as the political and social changes respectively.
Among these specialized colleges, Tainan Technical College was the last
one to found by the Government House and it inevitably accumulated some
certain degree of experience in the stage of college building. The earlier
college system established in Tainan Technical College influenced the
overall college’s future development significantly. This study focuses
and investigates the historical transition of Tainan Technical College’s
preparatory and founding work in order to better understand the reality and
model of professional school establishment.

According to the study, the faculty policy was planned and arranged
properly by the authority during the two year college’s preparatory
stage. Firstly, recruiting Kon Kagehiko who was experienced in running
school business to consolidate the program foundation, then expanding
the preparatory organizational scale and finally the Taiwan staff led
by Wakatsuki Michitaka took over the program to continuously and
progressively promote the infrastructure development. The technical

specialist and college professors selected from Japan and Taiwanese local

*  Assistant Professor, the Center for General Education, Chia Nan University of Pharmacy and
Science.
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educators and secretary aides who were familiar with the existing Taiwan
situation were also recruited in order to strengthen the quality of faculty.
Meantime, they carried out their ideal vision and ambition through the school
system to establish important education goals. In addition, the plan was once
almost on the verge of abortion during the preparatory stage and it mainly
was affected by the Japan’s domestic political movement. The privatization
policy of colonial rule conducted by the political party cabinet resulted in
the rupture and chaos of education policy. By means of Tainan Technical
College’s study, we can clearly understand the history of college preparatory

and founding work during the Japanese colonial era.

Key words : Tainan Technical College, Preparatory Work in College Foun-
dation, Kon Kagehiko, Wakatsuki Michitaka, Education Goals
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