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The camphor industry and mountain colonization of Taoyuan area
during the Japanese rule (1895-1920)
Ray Wang*
abstract

Camphor industry is an important industry of Taiwan in modern times.
No matter in Ch'ing Dynasty or the Japanese rule, all the people of Taiwan
were eager to make a clutch at its resource to hold maximal benefit. But
the mountain area, the source of camphor, was occupied by aborigines,
and their head-cutting custom made the camphor industry more risky. So
what the Japanese government needed to do at first was to eliminate those
obstacles of mountain colonization, and then introduced capital. This was
why the Formosa government began the Guard-Line advancement strategy
to eliminate factors disturbing camphor industry, and the so-called camphor
war occurred to deprive of resource of mountains. The history of control of
the aborigines has been discussed by scholars, but there is no mention of the
resource distribution, application etc. after camphor war which still belongs
to capitalism process.

The amount of Cinnamomum camphora, the raw material of camphor,
had a close relationship with the development of camphor industry, and the
development of camphor industry had a close relationship with the business
condition of towns near mountains, and also strongly affected the state
economy. In order to maintain camphor industry forever, the forestation must
be put ahead. To attract migrant workers, companies should supply a suitable
environment for workers families to live and for their children to receive
education. This is why the colonized management plan was put through in
practice. Then new villages were born in forestation land gradually.

The process of “Guard-Line advancement, camphor production,
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forestation and cultivation, new born village” can be counted as a type
of capitalism of mountain during the Japanese rule. And the government
encouragement resulted in the boom of capitalists occupying mountains. The
author believes this phenomenon is deserving to research deeply together
with the history of control of the aborigines, or we cannot catch the whole

scenery.

Keywords * mountain colonization, the strategy of control of the aborigines,

rinya, camphor, forestation
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