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The Development of Whetstone Club in Pingtung, from Beginning
to End
Wang Yu-Hui’
Abstract

Whetstone Club was the first classical poetry club in Pingtung during
the Japanese colonial period, which was established in August, 1917. With the
presiding of You Yang-Zhai, the poets joining the club dedicated themselves
to the study of Sinology. Like other classical poetry clubs, reciting activities
had been constantly held. Since the passing of You, the club had undergone
internal clashes, re-election of cadre members, and separation. As Su Wei-
Wu and Huang Shi-Hui, having strongly been influenced by socialism,
predominated the club, they advocated the renovation of education. Such
action provoked the ruler, leading them to be seen as collaborating with
Leftists. Therefore, the authorities forcefully dismissed the club for such
reasons as scandals of members, controversial content of its publications,
infringement on social order, and so on, making it the sole poetry club in

Taiwan ended this way.

Keywords : You Yang-Zhai, Su Wei-Wu, Pingtung Whetstone Club, classical
poetry club.

" The author now works as a Chinese teacher/Dean of Students Affairs in National Pingtung Senior
High School, and is currently a Ph.D. candidate of Chinese Graduate School of National Kaohsiung
Normal University.
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