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Festival and Politics *
The remaking of Ching Ming Festival under KMT regime (1912-
2008).
Jyun-yu Jhou'
Abstract

The Ching Ming festival is a cultural property of the East Asia or Eth-
nic Chinese society in common, but it has an especially legal name in R.O.C.
(Taiwan) Which is Chinese Tomb Sweeping Day. In fact, Ching Ming fes-
tival and Chinese Tomb Sweeping Day are not equal, even though they are
similar. The former is a traditional festival; on the contrary, the later is a
political holiday which was created by KMT for their interest. Furthermore,
after the death of Chiang Kai-shek, KMT established the Death anniversary
of Chiang Kai-shek on Ching Ming festival, coincidentally but also pur-
posely. Therefore, there were three festivals or holiday on the same date.

This article is a case study on the history of Ching Ming festival from
1912 to 2008, based on historical materials such as official literatures, pro-
paganda documents, and organs of KMT, trying to investigate and demon-
strate the interaction between the political power and traditional festival,

also the present situation in contemporary Taiwan and China.

Keywords : Ching Ming Festival, Chinese Tomb Sweeping Day, Ceremonies
for Mausoleum of Yellow Emperor, Death anniversary of Chiang

Kai-shek, Kuomintang.
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