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The change of Taiwan Railway Policy in early Japanese colonial
period --Focusing on State-Run or Private (1895-1898)
Chia Hao, Chen
(Ph.D. Candidate of Graduate Institute of Taiwan History,
National Chenchi University )
Abstract

In the past, We argued that Japan as a late developed Capitalist State
was colonied Taiwan in very much unprepared. Thus We discussed how
did the Japanese government rule Taiwan under the premise that not only
no experience of ruling colony but also didn’t become a Capitalist State. I
selected a study of private railway transportation what play a important role
in process of modernization of Japan before 1895. I would like to explore that
did the policy, the experience of management and capital of private railway
transportation between Meiji Restoration have to exercise influence over
the construction of colonial-railway in the early period of Japan colonial
Taiwan? Through this article, we could know that Japanese government still
manipulated the model of development of domestic railway transportation
what was strongly supervised by state to construct Taiwan railway by civil
funds. Besides, the policy of “Railway Nationalization”as the ultimately
ideal of Japanese government since 1868 was also manipulated for building
colonial railway, and We could regard the matter of Taiwan North-south
railway was recouped to Taiwan Government-General by Goto Shinpei as the

practice of “Railway Nationalization”.

Keyword : Taiwan railway company, North-south Railway, Private railway,

Goto Shinpei
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