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Southward Advance Policy of Aviation and Pacific War : Founding and
Development of the Tamsui Water Airport
Tseng, Lin-Yi
Abstract

This paper is on the founding process and the subsequent history of
the Tamsui Water Airport. The purpose is to highlight the historical and
strategic significance of this water airport in Taiwanese aviation history.
First discussed in this paper is Tamsui’s strategic significance. The Taiwan
Governor-General’s rationale to designate Tamsui to conduct test flights is
an important indicator for Tamsui’s strategic importance in the Asia-Pacific
region, and Tamsui’s role as a primary intercontinental transportation hub
for European and American airliners confirms this significance. In order to
further qualify Tamsui’s role in aviation history, however, this paper focuses
on test flight projects operated at Tamsui by a variety of government and
private institutions during the 1920s and 1930s.

Secondly, this paper recapitulates the founding process and development
of the Tamsui water airport since the 1930s. The Taiwan Governor-General
considered establishing a land and water airport at Tamsui in the 1930s,
vet eventually the proposal was vetoed. Nevertheless, as the Japanese took
primacy in the Southward advance policy during the late 1930s, Taiwan’
s importance in connecting Japan and its strategic interests in the southern
Pacific became manifest. As a result, the Taiwan Governor-General
reconsidered the proposition to install water airport facilities at Tamsui,
and, having conducted a series of test flights and relevant experiments,
commenced with the actual construction of water airport facilities.

Lastly, this paper attempts to sketch out the actualities of the Tamsui
water airport after its commencement in 1941, which includes the ground
forces assigned to the airport by the Takao Minor Naval Station, and air

force deployments there. Also discussed are the general usage of the airport
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after World War II ended in August 1945, as well as the role and significance

of the water airport in the early Post-War period.

Key words : Tamsui Water Airport > Southward Advance Policy ™ The Pa-
cific War ~ Tamsui Air Base ~ Green Cross Flight
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