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The Implementation and Comparison of the Regulations on
Cultural Heritage Preservation in Taiwan (1900 - 1982)
Huang Hsiang-Yu
Abstract

This paper aims at studying two different types of cultural heritage
preservation laws carried out in Taiwan from 1900 to 1982.“Regulations
Governing the Historic Sites and Natural Monuments Conservation”
and “Enforcement Rules of the Historic Sites and Natural Monuments
Conservation”, the two were announced by Governor-General of Taiwan

(Taiwan Sotokufu) in 1930 to 1945. From 1945 to 1982, another two
laws, “Regulations of Antiquities Conservation” and “Enforcement Rules of
Antiquities Conservation”were made by the Nationalist Government in 1930.
This paper will explore origin of the law-making and make a comparison of
the regulations.

In an analytical point of view, there is an inherent ideological difference
about the concept of preservation between Governor-General of Taiwan
and Nationalist Government. The former followed the advanced trend of
European cultural heritage conservation in the end of 19th century and early
20th century. Advocated by related groups in the academic field, Governor-
General of Taiwan announced the regulations governing cultural heritage
conservation whose contents representing a spirit of modernity and openness
of its time. The latter, on the other hand, considering many stolen antiquities
trafficking abroad, or pressurized by the study of visiting western scientists,
tried to maintain ownership of antiquities and save national treasures. The
ideology behind the regulations tended to be more protective and closed.

Listing 10 key aspects, the study discovering the law-making of cultural
heritage preservation by Governor-General of Taiwan tended to be more
open, synchronized with law-making of the world cultural heritage and also

in consistence with latest conservation trend in Europe including cultural
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landscape, historic sites, monuments, animals, plants and all the natural
landscape etc. The ideas also matched with the definition of world heritage
firstly defined by UNESCO. Nevertheless, the law-making by Nationalist
Government during wartime took years to complete the regulations.Yet,
many regulations were incomprehensive and not meticulous enough, and
still left to be discussed. Closely examining the regulations, they mostly
focus on antiquities and historic objects conservation, which led to a limited
perspective and less effective to carry out.

After the Marco Polo Bridge Incident (the battle of Lugou Bridge) in
1937, the Central Commission for the Preservation of Antiquities governing
“Regulations of Antiquities Conservation” ceased to operate due to shortage
of funds. Consequently, Taiwan after 1945 was under the impact of lack of
governing institute to implement “Regulations of Antiquities Conservation”
and related policy-making. Ministry of the Interiors had tried to reinstate
the Central Commission for the Preservation of Antiquities (CCPA) in
1947. The proposal was rejected by Executive Yuan for cutting down public
expenditure. After KMT government retreated from China to Taiwan in 1949,
cultural heritage affairs were handled by Department of Religion and Customs
of Ministry of the Interiors. Since cultural heritage was not a major objective
for the Department, it was hard to have a long-term vision and concrete
achievement. Cultural heritage conservation in Taiwan before 1982 was in a
constant dilemma between out-of-date regulations and limited development
in reality. In short, the birth of “Cultural Heritage Preservation Act”’in May
1982 was due to disability of the system, lack of a managerial institution and

governing vision to enforce“Regulations of Antiquities Conservation”.
Keywords : “Regulations Governing the Historic Sites and Natural

Monuments Conservation”,“Enforcement Rules of the Historic

Sites and Natural Monuments Conservation”,“Regulations of
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Antiquities Conservation”,“Enforcement Rules of Antiquities

Conservation”, cultural heritage
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