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Collection and Classification of land deeds in Taiwan (1898-2008 )
Feng-en Tu
Abstract

The collection of land deeds in Taiwan gained increasing popularity
in recent years. The known number of land deeds has been far more
than previously assumed. Facing an unprecedented wealth of resources,
researchers nowadays also encounter a new problem : the taxonomy of land
deeds. This paper investigates how researchers collected and classified land
deeds in Taiwan in the past hundred years. We start with the colonial period
when several Japanese scholars began to collect land deeds in order to study
“old customs”in Taiwan. Their achievements and viewpoints had a profound
impact on future generations. Here, we focus particularly on Okamatsu Taro,
a Japanese jurisprudence, and his works before discussing several phases
of collecting land deeds in postwar Taiwan. We also investigate different
perspectivesof classifying land deed in the postwar period. The major
argument of this article is that most scholars handling with the problem of
classification did not seek a system universally applicable. Thus,while facing
tens of thousands of land deeds, we have to rethink the taxonomy of land
deeds.

Keyword : land deeds, collection, taxonomy
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