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Study on Taiwan funeral ceremony of Southern Fujian province
sect-taking the one-day-salvation-ceremony of Lai family in Tian-
Xin Village in Nantun District in Taichung City as study case

YANG,SHIH-HSIEN

abstract

“Zhuo-Gong-De” (Salvation for the dead to go to heaven) , one
traditional act in Taiwan funeral customs, plays an important role in Taiwan
folk funeral procedure. According to written records, monks and Taoist
masters lead the funeral ceremonies, however, there have been Shi-sect
masters, either monks nor Taoist masters, leading funeral ceremonies for
centuries in Taiwan.

Shi-sect is mainly composed of Buddhism, and partially of Taoism and
folk belief and it is a particular religion group. Though there are some books
on this sect, they still don't get into it much.

There are few field researches practiced in Middle Taiwan, including
Taichung City, Changhua County and Nantou County, and it is a pity that
there is no research on Shi-sect funeral practices in Middle Taiwan.

This research chooses Middle Taiwan as study field in order to enrich
the study in Taiwan Shi-sect. The study case of this research is the one-day-
salvation-ceremony of Lai family in Tian-Sin Village in Nantun District in
Taichung City.

This study contains the motivation to hold the ceremony, the Shi-sect
master and his altar, the settings, the staff of the ceremony, and meanings of
the rituals.

This study is to introduce Shi-sect in Middle Taiwan and to promote
Taiwan Shi-sect study. We hope there will be more attention on this folk

sect.

key words * Shi-sect, funeral salvation, one-day-salvation-ceremony, Shin-

Sun Altar, rituals
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