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Development of Pre-World War Two Japanese Healthcare
Infrastructure in the Philippines : and the Role and Limits of the

Governor-General of Taiwan
CHEN, SHIH-FANG
Abstract

This paper focuses on the development of Japanese overseas healthcare
infrastructure before the second World War. The main geographical focus
for this study is the Philippines, which had the highest concentration of
Japanese immigrants in the southeastern Asian region before the war. This
paper also takes Taiwan into consideration, as it is the Japanese“Southern
Advance” command base, and faciliated pre-war healthcare programmes.
The first section focuses on procedures and regulations of immigration
healthcare published by the Japanese government proper, as well as the
infrastructural investments made by Japanese expatriots in the Philippines.
How the Philippines authority responded to these Japanes infrastructural
initiatives will also be addressed in this section. The second section gives an
account on the healthcare system and medical practice regulations stipulated
by the United States-led administrative authority in the Philippines, in
order to reconstruct the point of view which the Philippines authority held
regarding foreign healthcare personnel and infrastructural investments. The
third section discusses how the office of the governor-general of Taiwan
supported the Japanese healthcare programme in the Philippines, particularly
on finances and medical personnel. This paper clarifies the process of
development, as well as the historical significance, of Japanese healthcare
investments in the Philippines, along with the degree of involvement on
the part of the office of the governor-general of Taiwan. This paper also
argues that the Japanese healthcare investments and infrastructures in the

Philippines had exceeded its designated role of providing healthcare services
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to Japanese expatriots, They collectively form the space for bureaucratic
and civil exchange and interaction between the four parties involved-Japan,

U.S,, Taiwan, and the Philippines.
Keywords : Colonial settlement policy, South China and South Seas Policy,

Japanese Healthcare Infrastructure, The Mintal Hospital,

Chang, Hai-Teng
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