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Location and Significance of Colonial Taiwan in the Imperial Avia-
tion Domain * Case of Civilian aviation Development, 1936-1945
Tseng, Lin-Yi
Ph.D. Candidate, Graduate Institute of History
National Taiwan Normal University, Taipei, Taiwan

Abstract

This paper is on the historical development of Taiwanese civilian avia-
tion industry during the Japanese Occupation period, particularly Taiwan’s
role in the“Japanese Imperial Aviation Domain” that was in incubation in late
1930s. Firstly, this paper describes the background of Japanese aviation de-
velopment after the first World War particularly, the establishment and oper-
ation of the Japan-Taiwan regular service and the Taiwan island regular ser-
vice in the 1930s. The individual characteristics and significance of the two
services are delineated by socio-economic analyses on the passenger demog-
raphy of the two services. As the two successful services-officially estab-
lished in 1936-transformed Taiwan into a primary gateway for the Japanese
imperial regime, two important extensions-the “Southern-China” and“South
Sea”service-further indicate that Taiwan has become a terminus of interna-
tional transportation for the Japanese imperial regime. This international role
set the stage for Taiwan to receive further imperial investments in economic
and military sectors, and became a strategic space for the Japanese regime.

When the Pacific War broke out in 1941, Taiwanese civilian aviation
industry was transformed into military chartered services. By examining in
total the prequel and aftermath of this transformation, this paper argues that
Taiwan played an unique role not only in Japanese imperial aviation history,

but also in the aviation development of the Asian-Pacific region.

Keywords : Civilian aviation service; Southern Advance Policy; Southern
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Aviation Domain; Japan-Taiwan Scheduled service and Taiwan
Island Scheduled Service; Southern-China and Southern Sea
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