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Love within Uncultivated Land : The Citizen Diplomacy with
Friendship between Taiwanese and Burkinabé

Wenlung Wang

Nowadays, in the globalized period, the definition of diplomacy is not
only limited in the network of diplomats, but also includes the connection of
peoples with different nationalities. This article tried to tell a story of citizen
diplomacy around the agricultural missions, under the slogan”Diplomacy in
the wild land, Agriculture in the overseas”, sent from Taiwan to Upper Volta
in the late of 1960s for agricultural assistances. The members of the missions
lived in the same area, worked in the same situation, and cultivated in the
same places with Burkinabe. These“Ambassadors of Grassroots~ without
beautiful suits, suitable livings, or joyful parties worked in the rural places
and made close friendships with Burkinabe. In 1973, the mission from Taiwan
withdraw from Upper Volta because of Upper Volta made official relations
with the PRC, but the structures and farmer’s associations which Taiwanese
though Burkinabe are still lasting. In 1994, the year the ROC made official
relations with Burkina Faso again, the Taiwan’s investigate missions
visited the reclamation areas governed by the agricultural missions in the
late of 1960s, they found that the farmers got together to welcome them
spontaneously. So, this is a good case and story of citizen diplomacy of the
ROC.

Key Words : Program Vanguard, Agricultural Assistance, Upper Volta,

Burkina Faso, Kou River, Citizen Diplomacy
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