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Homage to Heaven and Earth on Epigraphy-A Study into
thelnscriptions about the Construction and Renovation -f TianTan
Temple, a Grade III Historic Building in Tainan City*
HUANG Ju-hui** (Huang Ju Hui)
Abstract

The present study aims at investigating the stele next to the Dragon side
of the Sanchuan Hall, Tian Tan Temple (literally as “Temple of Heaven”
) , Tainan City. The stele was inscribed in 1949. The first donor had donated
“one hundred forty million” Old Taiwan Dollar and this is the evidence of
the historical background of the Taiwanese saying “forty thousand (old)
dollars for one (new) dollar” and this is also the initial motivation of the
present study. The Tian Tan Temple in Tainan City was initially built in
Year 4 of the Xianfeng Period of the Qing Dynasty (1854) . Today, in the
Sanchuan Hall and Rear Hall, we can find the well-conserved “Donation
Inscription of the Establishment of Tian Gong Temple (literally as “Temple
of Lord of Heaven” ) in Taiwan County’ inscribed in Year 5 of the Xianfeng
Period of the Qing Dynasty (1855) , “Inscription of Renovating Tian Tan
Temple” inscribed in Year 32 of the Meiji Era (1899) and “Inscription of
the Renovation of Tian Tan Temple” inscribed in 1949. These inscriptions
were respectively inscribed in three political periods, including the Qing
Dynasty, Japanese colonial period and Republican period, to record the
interactions between officials and gentries, local businessmen and individuals
during the process of the construction and renovation of Tian Tan Temple.
This is the second motivation of the present study.

In Taiwan’s regional studies, temples are one of the elements to observe

* Thanks to Mr. ZHANG Guo-jin, the principal of the National Tainan Special School, and the library
colleagues for lending me the related documents for the present study. Thanks to two anonymous
reviewers and Mr. LI Rong-cong’ s correction. The author takes full responsibility for the content
of the present paper.

=¥ A worker at the National Chiayi Special School
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the regional development situations because they contain civil community
relations, blood ties and even ethnic relations’” . According to the content
of the stele of the establishment of Tian Tan Temple in the Qing Dynasty,
Fu Cheng (literally as “Prefectural City”, former name of Tainan City )
was Taiwan’s political and economic center. And, according to the donation
record of officials and gentries, it shows the“temple” was the interaction
place between officials and the public in Fu Cheng and even in Taiwan. The
inscription of renovation in the Japanese colonial period shows officials
were no longer involved in the donations but instead the local public figures
and firms were mainly involved in the donations. After World War II, many
temples in Fu Cheng were successively under renovation, the local firms were
no longer involved in the donations but instead the individuals were mainly
involved in and the political party was involved in for the first time.
Through the related documents and fieldwork, the present study
analyzes the background of the officials and gentries, local businessmen
and individuals involved in the donations in order to understand the social,

political and civil interactions at that time.

Keywords : Tainan City, Tian Tan Temple, Tian Gong Temple, Donation
Inscription of the Establishment of Tian Gong Temple in Taiwan
County, Inscription of Renovating Tian Tan Temple, Inscription

of the Renovation of Tian Tan Temple

127 LIN Mei-rong, Local History and Village History—Anthropologist’ s Viewpoint of Region,
Taipei * Taiyuan * 2000 * page 234.
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