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A Research on the Current Situation of the 33 - GuanYin Spiritual
Temple in Taiwan
Shih, Yung Dong
Abstract

The Japanese Buddhism was originated from China at as early as the
6™ century. Due to different cultural background and characteristic of the
nation, the essentials of Japanese Buddhism and Japanese ways of religion
belief had shown some difference. Up till now, the Japanese Buddhism had
developed and modified into a Buddhism with distinctive national features :
and, furthermore it exerts an influence on the Buddhism in Taiwan. The 33-
GuanYin Temple is one of the specific example.

There were five territorial 33-GuanYin Temples in Taiwan, they are
in Ilan, Tapei GuanYin Mountain, Keelung YuaMei Mountain, Xingchu
Shipajian Mountain and. Peitou Da-Tzu Temple. These five groups of
temples have been greatly influenced by the early Japanese 33-GuanYin
Temple in worship of GuanYin during Japanese occupation in Taiwan.
Until 1995, almost half century after Japanese withdrawal from Taiwan, the
Buddhism in Taiwan has again been influenced by the 33-GuanYin Temple
of Japanese Buddhism. There are temples with 33-GuanYin Temple worship
style established throughout Taiwan and associated with each other. What is
their difference toward their worship of Avalokiteshvara from Chinese 33-
GuanYin Temple ? How are these five early group temples different from the
33-GuanYin Temples founded at later years ? Since Japanese withdrawal,
Buddhism in Taiwan has been following the Chinese Buddhism pattern for
the last half century. Then, what are the reasons that have made these new 33
temples turn to follow the Japanese 33-GuanYin Temple worship pattern ?
What'’s the development and current situation of the Taiwan 33-GuanYin
Temple ?

This paper will base on very limit relevant data and field studies around
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these new 33 temples. It is hope to clarify the above-mentioned questions in
order to understand the development and current situation of the Taiwan 33-

GuanYin Spiritual Temple.

Keywords : the 33-GuanYin Spiritual Temple, Japanese Buddhism, Taiwanese
Buddhism
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