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29  George Leslie Mackay, From Far Formosa (London : Oliphant Anderson and Ferrier, 1896 ) ,
pp. 125 - 126.
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31 Thomas Barclay, Formosa for Christ (Tainan ® Presbyterian Church in Taiwan Press, 2005) ,
pp. 91 - 95.

32 Hugh MacMillan, Then Till Now in Formosa (English and Canadian Presbyterian Missions in
Formosa, 1953) , p. 48.
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35 James Johnston, China and Formosa  The Story of the Mission of the Presbyterian Church of
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The Perspective and Execution of the Presbyterian Church in
Taiwan about “Heathenism~ (1865-1945)
Lu, Chi-ming
Abstract

This article focuses on Christians of the Presbyterian Church in Taiwan
and how they formed their idea of “heathenism’ toward popular religion
and ancestor worshipping from their theological tradition and the process of
conversion in the periods of Qing-dynasty and Japanese colonization. We
explore how their attitudes changed toward different people, and analyze the
different contents of preaching between missionaries and local believers. We
find that some of them preached with mercy and others with critical remarks.
Meanwhile, we discuss native inhabitants psychology of religion, and the
mechanic of communication and transformation for the foreign religion
from the experience of evangelization in Taiwan. Finally, we reflect the
significance of self-examination in our contemporary investigation of

history.

Keywords : Presbyterian Church, heathenism, idol, ancestor worshipping,

Reformed tradition
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