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A Study of the Relationships between Christian Denominations in
Taiwan before the End of War
Hsueh-Ming Wu'
Abstract

Christianity is an incoming foreign religion for the public in Taiwan,
which doctrines are found with considerable discrepancies from the civil
religion and beliefs. The Dominican of Catholics and the Presbyterian of the
New Christianity were introduced upon the ports opening of Taiwan. The
other Christian denominations were also introduced to Taiwan during the
Japanese Ruling Period, among which the True Jesus Church and the Holy
Church maintained a closer relationship with the Taiwan public.

The Dominican and the Presbyterian have long and frequently criticized
each other in competition of believers since the end of Qing Dynasty. The
incoming True Jesus Church after the Japanese Ruling Period has brought
enormous impact to the pre-existing denominations. The True Jesus Church
has developed following the system of the Presbyterian, which drew the
believers previously attributing to the Presbyterian and the Chapel to turn
to the True Jesus Church, triggering the panic among Presbyterian Church.
Although the Holy Church in Taiwan maintained a closer relationship with
the Presbyterian Church, it also drew considerable number of Presbyterian
believers to join the church.

It is often found that the various denomination of Christianity is
preaching in Taiwan with“pulling sheep”from each other. Such manner of
“pulling sheep’started from the limited knowledge on doctrines of early
believers, who could not distinguish the differences and similarities among
all denominations. Moreover, the limited number of sheep was aggravating to

the situation of denominations attracting believers from other denominations

* Professor, Graduate Institute of History , Natioual Central Unirersity, Taoyuan, Taiwan.
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for convenience, in order to found the church. Such behavior also led to the
intense relationship between the denominations, criticism of each other and

even triggering intense conflicts.

Keywords : Christianity, Dominican, Presbyterian, True Jesus Church,

“Pulling Sheep”, Conflicts
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