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1972 420,099 9,976 23.75 2,345 5.58 162 16.24
1973 421,531 9,903 23.49 2,450 5.81 155 15.65
1974 424,689 9,905 23.32 2,402 5.66 125 12.62
1975 | 427,655 9,629 22.52 2,349 5.49 170 17.66
1976 | 431,291 10,796 25.03 2,318 5.37 130 12.04
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Research on Ghost Marriage in Lan-Yang Area, Taiwan
Li, Pei-Lun
Abstract

In Han Chinese society, due to the influence of the traditional family
construction of Han Chinese society, a male-dominated society, thus,
patriarchal system was developed. Once a male descendant was born, he
became one“Fang” automatically in the family represented by his father.
However, for a female, no matter if she was married patrilocal or uxorilocal,
she couldn’t become one“Fang” of her natal family. The only one way for a
female to become a member of a family or“Fang”was through marriage, all
married women were entitled to follow their husbands and their memorial
tablets could be put on the altars in the ancestral halls after they passed
away. If they died unmarried, their tablets were not allowed to enter into and
accept the worship in the public halls of their natal families. Ghost marriage
is a kind of arrangement for an unmarried dead female to obtain postion in
a family or a“Fang”. It indicates how the strict concept of Fang and family
was applied to the dead.

This article mainly discusses about one type of ghost marriage, which
involves a living male marries to a dead female, taking the custom of ghost
marriages held in Lan-Yang Area as examples. The materials of this article
were obtained in the field research from Mar. 2010 to Aug. 2010.

The main contents in this article include custom and examples of the
ghost marriages in Lan-Yang Area, the cause of the existence of ghost
marriages, the main characters in ghost marriages and the ritual difference

between ghost marriage and the marriage of living persons.

Keywords : custom of ghost marriage, wedding custom in Ilan, comparison of

the wedding rituals, matchmaker, ritual.
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