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The Ritual of Faist Wan Chuang at Shuishen Temple at Suli, Penghu
Wu Yungmeng*
Abstract

The main leaders of the temples in Penghu are Faist Masters, who or-
ganize and execute the rituals annually. Each temple has its own Faist group
who serves the temple without getting paid. Faism could be seen as the cul-
tural property in Penghu.

One of the reasons why many rituals are completely preserved in Pen-
ghu is strongly related to the ritual of Wan Chuang. This ritual emphasizes
the traditional ritual, including treating the King in a Confucius manner, the
ceremonies by Taoist priests, and the Fa performance by Faists. Within
them, the Faist Masters are key figures who conclude all the performance.

The King’s Ship Rituals are very popular in Penghu. Several of them
have been executed in 2009. Within them, the one at Shuishen Temple at Suli
is most representative. This paper examines the whole process of the Wan
Chuang Ritual at Suli, including Requesting the Deity, Making the Treasure
Vessels, Making the Wan Chuang, Shaman’s performance, Selection of New
Hsiao-Fa, Procession, Banquet, Returning Ceremonies, Farewell the Deity,

Thanking the River, and Cremation.

Keywords : Wang Chuang (the Ship of plague deity), Wang Chuang Sacrifi-

cial Rite, Hsiao-fa(Minor Rituals), Faism, Faist Rituals.

*  Professor Emeritus, National Open University.
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