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The Westerners’ Observation of Late Qing I-lan
Shinn-cherng Lee*

Abstract

In 1860, when Taiwan reopened to the world through treaty ports, the
Westerners came to Taiwan again for trading, preaching, and exploring. In the
meantime, they left various records to describe their contacts with Taiwan. These
records, though sometimes biased, could be a valuable supplement for Chinese
historical documents and could provide a different point of view. While the
Chinese documents of late Qing I-lan are relatively rare, the Westerners’ records
could increase our understanding of I-lan at that time. This paper tries to survey
the Westerners who had actually visited I-lan during 1840-1895, to introduce
them and to evaluate their works of I-lan. We found that only few Westerners had
visited I-lan and some of their detailed and accurate travel reports and journals
are valuable, especially those concerning the transportation situation, certain
places, including Su-ao Bay, Parisa, Steep Island, and the condition of Kavaln

people and Atayal people in late Qing I-1an.
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