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The Impact of Collective Relocation Policy on Social Networks of
Indigenous People * The Case of Nitaka Gun
Ko-Hua Yap
Abstract

This research investigates how collective relocation policy under Japanese
rule impact the social networks of indigenous tribes based on the case of Nitaka
Gun. The indigenous people of this area include Takibakha Group, Takivatan
Group, Takbanuaz Group, Isbukun Group of Bunun, and Luftu Group of Tsou.
Since 1923, the Japanese ruler began to drive collective relocations in this area.
Nevertheless, the relocations during this period just moved tribes to vicinity
in flat locations thus brought little effect on the social networks. The Busha
Incident occurred at the end of 1930 promoted the Japanese ruler to expand the
scale of collective relocations. During 1933—1940, most indigenous tribes in this
area were relocated thus the social networks of Takivatan Group and Takbanuaz
Group was disintegrated, and many tribes without social relations were moved to
rebuild new tribes together. These evidences show collective relocation policy

indeed disunited the society of indigenous people.

Keywords: social network analysis, Xinyi Township, Bunun, migration
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