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A research and investigation of Ding Guang temple in Zhang Hua County
— —History, Belief and Cultural Antiques
Chian-wei, Lee Zhi-Xiang, Zhang**
Abstract

“Ding Guang Buddha Temple”, also named “Ding Zhou Immigrants’ Hall”
is, according to historical material during the rule of Dao Guang emperor of
Qing Dynasty “Zhang Hua County Annals, Volume V, official temple history”,
“a temple located in northwestern Fujian province and built by a scholar Jiu Jin
Gong, in the 26th year under the rule of Qian Long emperor during Qing Dyansty.
Then in the 10th year under the rule of Dao Quang Emperor, Mr. Lu Zhang Ding,
a senior student recommended by his province to study at the Imperial College
in Qing Dynasties, together with his classmates, donated money and renovated
his temple in which they worship Ding Guang Buddha.” Hence, as shown by this
historical material, we can see “Ding Guang Temple” is built by this gentleman
from Yong Ding County of Ding Zhou Prefecture in Fujian province. Besides,
it was also for Ding Zhou immigrants in Taiwan an association hall where they
worship Ding Guang Buddha. The object of this research focuses on the belief
center of Ding Zhou immigrants of western Fujian province in Taiwan - the Ding
Guang Temple. On one hand, our study hopes to clarify the history and the origin
of this belief; on the other hand, we would like to points out the age and source of
antiques in this temple. Though literature review and antiques investigation, here
are some findings:

Ding Guang Buddha, whose dharma name is Shi Zi Yan and lay surname is

Zheng, was born in Tong An district of Quan Zhou prefecture of Fujian province.

*  Assistant Professor, Graduate Institute of History and Historical Relics, Feng Chia University.
** Lecturer, Center for General Education, Feng Chia University.
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The belief in Ding Guang Buddha, along with the Ding Zhou immigrants from
China, came to Taiwan during Ming and Qing Dynasty. So far as we know, except
for subsidiary gods worshipped in temples or household worship, this belief in
Ding Guang Buddha in Taiwan is theoretically all related to people from Ding
Zhou District (i.e. Yin Shan Temple in Dan Shui and Ding Guang Temple in Zhang
Hua, the two temples worshipping Ding Guang Bouddha in Taiwan). It stands to
reason because most Ding Zhou immigrants were originally from Yong Ding district
where people worship Ding Guang Buddha. Besides, for overall understanding,
this belief should be earlier than the immigration as mentioned above to spread in
Taiwan, but theoretically speaking, it did exist this phenomenon that immigrants
from Fujian and Guang Dong provinces of China worshipped Ding Guang Buddha.
Through our investigation and study, we can classify the antiques in Ding
Guang Buddha temple into four categories: first, the objects for people to worship,
such as the statue of Buddha or a tablet or altar honoring a great benefactor;
secondly, the vessels used during a ritual ceremony, such as incense burners
or Cim Bucket; thirdly, the horizontal inscribed board donated by government
officials or local gentry and merchants to commend Buddha for his miracles and
fourthly, shrines or furniture to place statue of Buddha and ritual vessels which
however are not related directly to the worship ceremony. Furthermore, by both
identifying the age of antiques and referring to donators or sponsors, we get to
know the construction, renovation and donate behavior in the earlier stage of this
temple all closely connected to the Ding Zhou immigrants and local government
officials. As time goes by, the temple building became functionally less important
and Ding Zhou immigrants gradually adapted to Taiwan environment. Thus we
recognize a localization by investigating later donators of Zhang Hua county and
found that they prefer to esteem themselves to be “devout believers” rather than

countrymen from Yong Ding or Yin Jiang district of Fujian province of China, a
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self-identification that appeared during and before the rule of Dao Guang in Qing
Dynasty.

Finally it is worth to mention, due to the limited historical material, it is not
possible to find out exactly when Ding Guang Temple is confirmed to be used as
an association place for immigrants but generally speaking, during the rule of Dao
Guang emperor Ding Guang Temple is already a place for social activities among

the gentlemen from Ding Zhou District at that time.

Keywords : Ding Guang Bouddha Temple of Zhang Hua county, Ding Guang

Bouddha, Ding Zhou, Yong Ding, antiques, association hall

191



% % &8 cnnm

192




