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Empire and Colonization

A comparison over chronicle writing of Taichung City and Yamaguchi 

Prefecture in 1934

Kuo Chia-Ling
*

Abstract

A movement of editing and writing local chronicles has emerged in Japan 

during the time between the post–Meiji Restoration era and end of the Second 

World War. The movement resulted in a shift of Japanese historians  focus of 

editing local chronicles from the point of view of central government to the 

priority of local awareness. The shift has also influenced historians in Taiwan, 

where was then a colony of the Japanese empire, with regard to the method the 

latter remembered the island s history.

In 1930s, historians in Taichung, central Taiwan, launched the project to write 

a chronicle for Taichung City and Taichung County. The time was almost the same 

as a group of Japanese historians in Yamaguchi Prefecture engaged in a similar 

plan. The two groups, moreover, coincidently published their works in 1934. The 

coincidence gave rise to my attention, especially that whether the two chronicles 

share any similarity given the historical ties between Japan and Taiwan. 

My study finds that the chronicles edited by historians of the two places in the 

same time shared certain similarity. The works, however, also presented significant 

difference. Despite both being named the History  of the two administrative 

districts, the two publications were, in fact, compiled and finished more likely 

following the method of chronicle  writing, which historians compiled pure 
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historical events without their personal comment and arbitration. The chronicle  

form reveals a major similarity between the two publications.

But purpose of the chronicle writing creates a big difference between the two 

written records. The colonial government officials in Taiwan interfered deeply with 

the editing job in order to make sure that the presentation of the historical record 

tallied with their political expectation. The chronicle of Yamaguchi Prefecture, 

otherwise, aimed at encouraging prefecture residents  love and recognition to 

hometown. The goals therefore made the two historical writings different in terms 

of focus and writing angle.

Keywords  Local chronicle, Local history, The history of Taichung City, The 

history of Yamaguchi Prefecture.


